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Principal's Corner
So many great things happening at JC Ellis this year, it's hard to believe that we are almost to
the 4th nine weeks. Lots of learning has been happening and we can tell! Ellis has consistently
shown a high percentage of students scoring Mastery and above on Benchmark tests and I am
con�dent our students will continue their progress as we approach the �nal Benchmark tests
and ultimately the LEAP tests. Even though were are working hard, we have still managed to
have a little bit of fun. Check out our Ellis Facebook page for all the happy faces at our Krewe
of Ellis Parade.

We are about to enter our marathon of LEAP testing. LEAP begins on Monday, March 30 and
�nished on Friday, May 1. Grades 3-8 will take 3 sections of ELA, Math, Science and Social
Studies LEAP tests. All but 3rd grade will take their tests on a Chromebook; 3rd grade is still a
paper and pencil test. In addition to LEAP, our French and Spanish Immersion students will
take the AAPPL test to score their mastery of foreign language.

As we go into testing mode, we ask that if at all possible, avoid checking students out of
school early or bringing them tardy. Once a testing session has begun, a student cannot enter
late or exit the session until the test is �nished. Students who have to take make-up test
sessions may have up to 3 tests in a day. We also cannot call students out of classroom
using the intercom so please do not bring forgotten items to the o�ce. If your child is absent,
please submit a doctor's or parent note to the o�ce the day your child returns to school.

All parents of students in Grades 3-8 are invited to attend a LEAP testing information meeting
on Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30 pm in the Cafeteria. If you can't attend, a make-up session
will be offered on Monday, March 16 at 3:00 pm in the Cafeteria.

Please email me if you have any questions or concerns,

Sincerely,
Lisa Kendrick

Stay connected
You can send an email to your child's teacher using FirstName.LastName@jpschools.org.
Facebook and Twitter are great ways to see what is happening at Ellis. All of our
communication is sent via email or text message. Please make sure we have your correct
email address and cell phone numbers so that we can stay in touch.

mailto:FirstName.LastName@jpschools.org


March Events

A Message from Dr. Brumley

Mark your Calendar

March 2-12 - Benchmark 3
March 8 - Daylight Saving Time-Spring Forward
March 11 - Spring Pictures
March 11 - LEAP parent meeting@6:30 in the cafeteria
March 16 - No school-Parent Conferences 4-7:00 pm; Make-up LEAP meeting@3:00
March 17 - St. Patrick's Day-Free Green Dress Down Day
March 18 - Report Cards issued
March 19 - Awards Ceremony - 1st-9:15; 3rd-10:00; 7/8-2:15; 5th-3:00
March 20 - Awards Ceremony - 2nd-9:15, 4th-10:00; 6th-3:00
March 30 - LEAP testing begins

A look ahead...
April 10-14 - Spring Break
March 30-May 1 - LEAP Testing for Grades 3-8

Coronavirus Guidance and Information
The safety of our students and staff is our top responsibility. Jefferson Parish Schools is in
communication with the Louisiana Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) about COVID-19, also known as Coronavirus. Of the approximately 90,000 cases of
Coronavirus worldwide, less than 1% of cases are in the U.S. (as of 3/2/20). There are
currently no con�rmed cases of Coronavirus in Jefferson Parish or Louisiana. 

Health o�cials have shared that the best ways to prevent the spread of Coronavirus are the
same preventions recommended for the �u and common cold. As we are still in cold and �u
season, we advise you to take these everyday preventive actions that are always
recommended to prevent the spread of respiratory viruses:

Stay home and seek appropriate medical attention when you are sick (fever, dry cough,
body aches, etc…).
Avoid contact with people who are sick.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. The constant rubbing
action helps soap break down the grease and dirt that carry most germs. This way, your



hands don’t just smell fresh, but you’ll also reduce the germ count on your hands by up to
99%.
If soap and water are not available, use a hand sanitizer that is at least 60% alcohol-
based.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid sharing your food, dishes, utensils, and other personal hygiene items.
Cough or sneeze into your elbow or use a tissue and place immediately in the trash.
Avoid shaking hands.
Contribute to your custodial staff’s sanitation efforts by cleaning and disinfecting
frequently touched objects and surfaces at the beginning and end of the day and as
needed. This includes personal workspace, tables, desks, keyboards, phones, toys,
doorknobs, etc.
Offer hand sanitizer and or/soap to students post-restroom/pre-lunch under the direction
of your school principal.

All staff will be required to complete a SafeSchools common illness prevention course. The
link to this course will be emailed directly to all district employees.
In addition to encouraging employees and families to follow the above preventative actions,
we are taking the following additional steps to minimize the chance of an outbreak at one of
our schools:

Increasing sanitation efforts in our schools and buildings, including restrooms, cafeterias,
classrooms, etc.
Requiring all employees to complete online training for common illness prevention.
Holding informational webinars for principals and school nurses.
Reporting to your school principal if a current student or staff member has traveled to a
country on the CDC’s risk assessed list. Out of an abundance of caution, we request that
these students and staff wait for the 14-day incubation period (beginning the day of return
to the U.S.) to expire before returning to school or work.
Asking new families who register whether the student has traveled internationally within
the last two weeks. Out of an abundance of caution, we request that any students who
have traveled to a country on the CDC’s risk assessed list wait for the 14-day incubation
period (beginning the day of return to the U.S.) to expire before enrolling in school.
Monitoring absences daily.
Permitting already scheduled out-of-state trips, but until further notice, limiting new out-of-
state travel for student �eld trips, competitions, etc.
No longer incentivizing perfect attendance for students and staff. If students or staff are
sick, they should remain at home to avoid possible infection of others.
Limiting large scale non-essential assemblies. Out of an abundance of caution and until
further notice, we are recommending limiting assemblies during the school day.
Intentionally and persistently combating stigma. As new information emerges, it’s
important we remember that the risk of COVID-19 is not at all connected to race, ethnicity,
or nationality.

The district will share Coronavirus communications and resources with families on our
website (jpschools.org/health), through our mobile app, and on social media. The post we
make on our district website will be pushed to all district-owned school websites. As this is
an ongoing situation, the CDC updates its online resources daily. These can be found at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. We will continue to monitor the situation and update you as
we have more information.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
http://jpschools.org/health
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus


Grade Level News

Pre K/Kindergarten
Kindergarten students are halfway to First Grade! 4th nine weeks is just around the corner and
the Kindergarten teachers are working hard to get our Purple People ready for life!
Independence is our biggest goal for our friends. So far 2020 has been busy with learning
about Seasons and Weather, reading stories about Seth, and we even know how to add and
subtract! Kindergarten is most certainly not what it used to be but we could not be prouder of
how much we have learned in 100 days at JC Ellis. We are so proud of our newest Ellis Eagles.
These Eagles are getting ready to SOAR! Thank you parents and guardians for all that you do!
We make a great team! Teacher and School + Student and Home Support=SUCCESS!

1st Grade
First grade just �nished a unit on Astronomy and is now starting to learn about the history of
our beautiful planet Earth. We will dive into the various layers and indulge in some beautiful
rocks/minerals found in/on our planet. We are continuing to learn about how to write proper
sentences and perfect our reading skills. In math, we have started with module 3 and 4. We
were working on ones and tens, comparing digits and measuring.
In Spanish, we are still working on the alphabet and we are continuing to work on reading and
answering questions about small texts. We also started our project with a school from Spain.
All the students are working hard on Lexia and iReady.

2nd Grade
So far in 2020 our students have learned how to make and read graphs. Students can use
graphs to answer questions. We are currently learning all about money. Students know the
value of coins, how to make change from a dollar and how to solve real world word problems.
In our next unit, students will be measuring and estimating lengths using inches and yards. In
ELA, we are �nishing up our unit on the Civil War. The students have enjoyed learning about
the important leaders in our history, and how Abraham Lincoln brought our country together as
a whole. Our next unit, we will be learning about Insects. The students will be doing a project
as well to go along with this unit. In science, students have learned about bodies of water and
we are starting our unit on properties of matter. In social studies we have been discussing
technology, scientists and inventors our next unit is on resources and choices.

3rd Grade
3rd grade has taken a step back in time. Students are studying fossils and learning what
fossils can tell us about Earth millions of years ago. Students are also learning about



Louisiana's past, speci�cally about the Louisiana Purchase. In math students are using
number lines to compare fractions.

4th Grade
Lots of exciting things are happening in 4th Grade!! In Math, we �nished up a major unit of
fractions and are moving into the new world of decimals! In Science, we are exploring the
topic of Energy: types of energy, transfers of energy and how energy can be stored and then
released. We investigated the �ow of electrical energy by making working circuits to light up
lights and set off buzzers! In ELA, students are �nishing up their Mythology unit and reaching
the exciting conclusion the Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief. Students even earned
some extra credit by dressing up and presenting on their favorite Greek god or goddess! In
Social Studies, students are learning about the increase in technology and industry that
happened in the world after the Industrial Revolution.

5th/6th Grade
Students have mastered fractions and are now diving deep into the world of geometry. We are
currently working on area and volume and will soon move into the coordinate plane. In ELA,
students have been enjoying the great adventure of Peter, Susan, Lucy and Edmund as they
encounter the wonder and magic of Narnia in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. Students
have been identifying the challenges that characters face throughout the novel to support the
themes of good versus evil, forgiveness, and honesty. 6th graders are �nishing up their
geometry unit of surface area and volume of different 3D �gures. Next we will start our
statistics unit which ful�lls the three favorite Ms-mean, median and mode.

7th/8th Grade
7th Grade ELA students have been reading dystopian literature to understand how individual
perspectives are shaped by knowledge and memory and to determine if perfection is worth the
sacri�ce. We are preparing to write a literary analysis that examines the theme of The Giver
and how it’s developed. Math students are completely into geometry now, and recently made
scale model connections. The next step is all about circles - �nding circumference and area,
before jumping into area of irregular �gures. 7th graders are also on a LEAP prep track, so
please review the daily work with your children. Science students are busy exploring Bundle 2:
Change in Organisms Over Time.
8th grade ELA is continuing to learn about knowledge and intelligence through various texts to
understand what happens when humans try to manipulate the minds of others and how our
understanding of intelligence changes overtime. English I is continuing to learn about the
power of language and books to educate and in�uence others. Math students are diving
deeper into simultaneous equations by solving real-life word problems, and then moving into
functions, which include geometry, such as �nding the volume of circular objects.
Every day is a LEAP oriented day, so please review the daily work with your children. There will
also be plenty of review practice for homework. Don't forget that weekly homework



Krewe of Ellis
Laissez les bons temps rouler at JC Ellis!. We had shoe box
�oats galore-judged by real Carnival Royalty no less. O�cers
from the Krewe of Carrollton and the Krewe of Isis were on
hand to judge our �oat winners from Pre-K-4th grade. Our 5th
graders had their second annual Vocabulary Parade and
students in Grades 6-8 enjoyed their Mardi Gras Masquerade.
Great way to kick off the Mardi Gras break.

assignments are due on the i-Ready math program. Science students are busy using their
inquiry skills investigating Bundle 2 Earth's Materials, Systems, and Natural Hazards. Both
science classes are busy working towards their goals for Benchmark 3 and LEAP test.
Louisiana History is learning how Huey P Long and other politicians affected the economy and
culture of Louisiana.
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100th Day of School for Pre K and
Kindergarten
Our little Purple People are 100 days smarter!
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Middle School Sports
Ellis is teaming up with Meisler this year for all middle school sports. Check out some of our
star athletes!
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Facebook

Contact us

801 Brockenbraugh Court, Met… Lisa.Kendrick@jpschools.org

504.833.7254 ellis.jpschools.org/
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